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avoiding political meetings or discussions in the hotel. In
the event of non-observance of this rule, we shall be obliged
to request the guest, or guests, to give up their accommoda-
tion immediately."

Of course nobody obeyed this injunction. A member
of the Iron Guard sat with me far into the night, drink-
ing plum brandy and shouting so loud that I had to close
the shutters. I thought the dictatorship of King Carol
was comparatively mild, but I have been reluctantly com-
pelled to revise my opinion since the shooting of the im-
prisoned M. Codreanu and his followers, " while attempt-
ing to escape/' At the same time we are not entitled to
criticize King Carol hastily. There is no death penalty in
Roumania, and in existing conditions it may have been
necessary to remove Codreanu for the sake of the safety
of the country.

In 1937 two members of the Iron Guard, who had been
killed fighting for General Franco, were brought back to
Bucharest and given a public funeral. The whole capital
turned out to see the procession, and it is said that King
Carol, a la Haroun-er-Raschid, mingled in disguise
amongst his people. What he saw convinced him that
Codreanu was becoming much too popular, and that if
there was any dictating to be done he had best do it
himself.

In this decision he was probably right. I believe
Codreanu to have been an honest man. His followers
consider that he was a Christian saint, and that he has
been done to death by a Jewish clique round the King;
but if he was a saint he had peculiar ideas about the com-
mandment " Thou shalt not kill," and his anti-Semitism
would certainly have mobilized all the democracies of
Europe against him. Under the circumstances King Carol
is a much better dictator. He is playing a risky game, of
course, but he enjoys it. He is a good speaker, and has